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Animal Safety

Safety of your Animals

· Keep all electric cords out of reach or covered by a chew-proof guard. Puppies and kittens will chew on anything

· Don't leave any medicines on tables, chairs, or in open cabinets

· Beware of toxic plants --  indoors and outdoors – Web site:  http://www.sniksnak.com/plants.html 
· Cover your outside pool.  Many heavily-coated dogs and cats may be unable to swim to safety when their coats are soaking wet

· Keep pets away from ice-covered ponds and lakes. Cats and dogs may wander onto ice that is too thin to support their weight

· Keep all painting supplies, auto anti-freeze and garden insecticides in closed cabinets
· Have a disaster plan  (Tornado, Fire, Flood, Etc)
· Have good pictures of your pets and take them with you
· Know where to evacuate your animals to in an emergency
· Make up a disaster kit and store it in a weather proof container
· Food, medicines, medical information, bedding, leashes / harnesses
· Make sure animals have collars with identification and your home address / phone numbers
Safety around Animals

· Leave stray dogs and cats alone
· Teach your children to report strays to you

· Don’t hesitate to contact the City / County Animal Control Officer 

· Crossville:  484-6991   County:  456-9873

· Always respect a dog’s territory 

· Avoid dogs in cars, on tie-out chains or running free in their yard

· Stand still and let the dog come to you

· Leave them alone when they are eating, sleeping, chewing on a toy or caring for their babies

· Be gentle and kind with animals

· Don’t pull ears, tails or feet during play

· Pet animals on the back and sides; avoid the face and rear

· Cats don’t like to be restrained against their will and some will scratch when you rub their belly

· Stand still and never run when approached by a dog; “be a tree”
· If you are on the ground, lie still; "act like a log” 
· Curl up with your head, hands and arms tucked in: “act like a rock”
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