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St. Thomas Aquinas Church

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

Minutes of April 15, 2004

Present:  Fr. Peter Coffey SDS, Janis Bulow, Larry Charron, Jim Dainty, Francis Elliott, Ray Holbrook, Gloria Julian, Val Richardson, Carmencita Robles, Sr. Pat Russell, Ernie Valdez

Absent:  Arnold Agbunag, Robert Pecora


The opening prayer was given by Ernie.  


The minutes of the March 11, 2004 meeting were approved as amended. 


The agenda was approved with the change of #4 (Discussion of Committee Chairman Assignments) moved to the end of the meeting.

Fr. Pete gave a report on the church construction.   He said that we signed the contract on April 3, and primary responsibility of the church site was given to McPhearson & Shaw during the construction phase.  He said that all communication with the contractor should be through Dan Drab or himself.  He asked that parishioners not wander on the site because of possible injury during construction.

The cornerstone of the original church and 750 bricks have been saved for a project associated with the new church building.  It is estimated that completion will take 225 days.

Sr. Pat distributed parish financial statements for March.  Our fiscal year begins July 1 and ends June 30; we are meeting our operating expenses with operating income.

Ray talked about a planning session on Sunday, June 27, at 7:00 p.m. to meet with members of various church committees to put meetings, social activities, and religious education times on a yearly calendar.  He said this could be used to avoid conflicts with other things going on in the community when planning events (like the Fall Festival).  It would also be helpful, internally, when recruiting participants or planning church activities.  He suggested that at least one member of each organization or group involved with the church attend to see what activities they have planned. 

A Volunteer Activity Fair will then be held after all masses on the weekend of July 31-August 1.  This would give parishioners an opportunity to talk to representatives of an organization  to learn more about a group, see what is scheduled for the coming year, and to sign up to join a group or volunteer to assist in an activity


Committee reports:  



Administration, Building & Grounds—Jim Dainty.  Jim reported that he and Ray did the phoning and Sr. Pat did the billing and formatting for the new ads for the weekly bulletin.  Jim is forming a committee to plan some goals and objectives for future fund raising, work days, etc.  He brought information on a fund-raiser for a pancakes and bacon breakfast at Chile’s that we might want to consider.



Communication—Arnold Agbunag.  Ernie said that our new website is now up.  

Mike Schwandt was our church web master but he is moving.  A new volunteer is needed.  Ernie also suggested that the Parish Council Minutes be put on the website.  Fr. Pete agreed that we could publish the “draft copy” of the unapproved minutes which would enable parishioners to get the information in a more timely manner.

Evangelization & Outreach—  Ray said that the Knights of Columbus would have 

brochures available--including How to Praying the Rosary in Spanish--for members of the parish.


Larry wondered if we could set up a committee to contact those who had attended RCIA in the past and other parishioners who are no longer attending St. Thomas Aquinas.  This could be a type of outreach to bring members back to the parish.



Family Life—Gloria Julian.  Gloria has reserved Shelter 1 at Cane Creek Park for a Parish Picnic on June13 from 4:00-7:00 p.m.—after the Spanish Mass.  It will be a covered dish type of gathering with the parish providing plates, napkins, and utensils.  


Sr. Pat said that the reception held after the Easter Vigil Mass in honor of the new parishioners brought into the church was very successful. 


Liturgy—Larry Charron.  Larry is forming a committee to set goals.  He brought 

an example of an insert that could be included in the bulletin concerning Right to Life and Mothers’ Day.



Religious Education for Adults and Children—  


Religious Education--Val reported that Chris Neeley is representing St. Vincent DePaul at a conference in Boston.  Val and Vicki Foster will attend another conference next week to get new ideas for catechetical programs.  Val sent out a questionnaire to all families involved in the religious education program.  There has been a poor response, but she is hoping for more ideas.


Recognition of Catholic high school seniors will be held at the 8:30 Mass on Sunday, May 23.  Sr. Pat suggested that students submit their name (in the collection basket) if they will be graduating this spring.

RICA—Fr. Pete said that 14 people joined the church at the Easter Vigil Mass and three more were baptized on Easter Sunday.  In the future, he would like to increase the number of sponsors available to RCIA participants.  He would like to have four meetings for all parishioners and potential sponsors.  Sponsors would be required to attend these meetings as well as the regular RCIA classes.  

First Communion will be held on Sunday, May 2, at 1:30 p.m. and Confirmation will be held on Wednesday, May 26, at 7:00 p.m.  Ray asked if the Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree members should be in attendance as the honor guard; Fr. Pete agreed.

Social Services—Robert Pecora.  No report.


Ernie encouraged members of the Council to take an active role in getting involved in the activities of the Parish Council and the church.  He has already talked to Richard and Carolyn Howell about taking charge of the Fall Festival.  A planning meeting will be held in the near future.

Ernie led us in a closing prayer and the meeting concluded.







Respectfully submitted,







Janis Bulow, Secretary

Future Parish Council Meeting:  Thursday, May 13, 2004, 7:00 p.m.


